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SERMON. 


- Marruzw Xvi, 16th 4 part of the 8 
and 18th verſes. 


And Sie Peter anfowered and t Thou art 
. the Son F the living God. And 


J. us anſwered and ſaid unto him, upon 


this rock I will Build my church, and the 1 


gates of hell ſoall Not N againſt it 11. 


SHOP NEWTON, W 9 


fullilled, and at this time are fulfilling 1 in 
* the world,” uſes the following language:. 


« Men are ſometimes apt to think, that if - 
they could but ſee a miracle wrought in 


oa 


_* favour of religion, they would readily 
« reſign all their ſcruples, believe without 


ON 


doubt, and obey without reſerve. The 


a - 


« 


T "ou thing rat you deſire, you have. You 


6e have : 


% 


| concluſion of his © Diſſertations on the : 
* Prophecies which have remarkably been 


4 


cc 


50 


66 
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have the 1 and moſt ſtriking of mi- | 
racles, in the ſeries of ſcripture prophecies 
accompliſhed ; acccompliſhed, as we lee, 
1n the preſent ſtate of almoſt all nations ; 

the Africans, the Egyptians, the in, ; 
the Turks, the Jews, the Papiſts, the Pro- 
teſtants, Nineveh, Babylon, Tyre, the 
Seven Churches of Aſia, Jeruſalem, and 
Rome. And this is not a tranſient mi- 
racle, ceaſing almoſt as ſoon as performed; 


but is permanent, and protracted through 


the courſe of many generations. It is not 
a miracle delivered only upon the report 
of others, but is ſubject to your own in- 
ſpection and examination. It is not a 
miracle exhibited only beſore a certain 
number of witneſſes, but is open to the 


obſervation and contemplation of all 


mankind; and after ſo many ages is fill 


growing, ſtill improving to future ages. 
What ſtronger miracle, therefore, can 
you require for your conviction? or what 


will avail, if this be found ineffectual? ? 


Alas, if you reject the evidence of pro- 


« phecy, neither would you be perſuaded BF 


een one ſhould riſe from the 80 


N 


E 


| What can be plainee? You lee or may 
„ ſee with your own eyes the ſcripture- 
« prophecies accompliſhed : and if the 
ſcripture-prophecies are accompliſhed, 
the ſcripture muſt be the word of God; 
* and if the ſcripture is the word of God, 
the Chriſtian N muſt be true.” 


1 E 


** 


N 


o 
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The words of our text contain a memo- 
rable prophecy of our Saviour, relative to the 
ſtability and permanence ol his religion, not- 
| withltanding the oppoſition which it ſhould 
meet with in the world; and the ultimate 
' triumphof its ſimple funds principles“ 
over the utmoſt efforts of perſecution and 
every ſpecies of Antichriſtianiſm. Vou are not 


* IV henever the terms finden, or fundamental prin- © 
| ciples of Chriſtianity occur in this Diſcourſe, I would 

be underſtood as invariably referring to thoſe principles, _— 1 15 9 

in which every believer in the divine and ſolely binding — i! 
authority of the Chriſtian revelation muſt concur, and Wil 
concerning which the expreſs and decided language of 101 
the New Teſtament has obtained a common conſent. 17 Fe 
I refer not to any principles about which different and | 5 | bi | 
oppolite opinions are held, by perſons equally ſincere, We. 
and equally zealous i in their attachment to the Chriſtian | 1 
faith, N - i e 


ign orant, 


4 


Henorahl, that on this paſſage of ſcripture 


(including the language of the entire 17th 


and 18th verſes, and that of the 19th) the 
church of Rome built the doctrine of the 
ſupremacy of St. Peter, and of the biſhops 
of Rome, his pretended ſucceſſors; for 


whom ſhe claimed the dignity of licutenant 


of Chriſt, and head of the church, of un- 
limited ſovereignty in all matters of doctrine 
and diſcipline, with the power of opening 
or ſhutting the gates of heaven, at his plea- 
ſure. It is not any part of my preſent deſign 
to combat that monſtrous doctrine, the ad- 
miſſion of which, for a long period, ſub- 
jected the Chriſtian world to a galling yoke 
| | of ſpiritual and civil tyranny, That taſk 
has been ſo often, and ſo ably diſcharged, 


that to undertake it in the preſent ſlate of 


| knowledge, and in the preſent ſtate of things, 
is entirely unneceſſary. And let me add, 
that to no public audiences have that, and 


the other uſurpations and erroneous tenets = 
ok the papal church, been more argumenta- 
tively and ſucceſsfully expoſed, than to 


thoſe which have aſſembled in this place. 
For, independently of che 7 numerous excel- 


ent - 


755 
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lent dilcourſes delivered from this pulpit, 
on the anniverſaries of theſe kingdoms 
emancipation from Popery and arbitrary 
power, the Collection of Sermons* preached 
here, by ſeveral miniſters, in the year 1795, 

remain a laſting monument of the triumphs - 
of conſiſtent Proteſtant reaſoning, over the 


bold aſſumptions and wily ſophiſtry of hows — 


advocates for the Roman ſee. 


I cannot withhold; however, before 1 
proceed on my plan, from congratulating 


vou, for one moment, as Proteſtants, and 


as Chriſtians, that /t ſyſtem of ſcandalous 
domination and groſs deluſion has received 
a fatal wound. Yes! the days of its“ ruling 
* over the nations with a rod of iron,” are 

numbered and told: and the days of its 

« deceiving them with lying vanities,” ap- 
pear haſtily to be drawing towards their 
cloſe. Without ſtopping to examine into 
the political cauſes, or to appreciate the 
motives of the political agents to which the 


In two vols. 8vo. and commonly called the 
Salter's-Hall Sermons againſt Popery. 


event 


E 
event is to be attributed, your minds, I am 
perſuaded, muſt be equally affected with my 


own, by the facts which have announced 


the downfal of the papal power. And we 
ſhall join in adoring the wiſdom of the great 
Director of the univerſe, who hath taken 


ſuch meaſures as ſeemed to him to be fitteſt 
and beſt, in accompliſhing the intentions of 


his government, and to complete the pro- 


phecies which reſpect his church. As con- 


ſiſtent Proteſtants, we cannot but exult, 


that Babylon the great, the mother of 


* harlots and abominations of the earth, is 
“ fallen, is fallen;“ that © the Lord God 
. © who judgeth her, hath ſhewn himſelf 
„ ſtrong;” and that we are authoriſed, while 
contemplating the appointments of Infinite 
Wiſdom, to exclaim, “ rejoice over her, 


thou heaven, and ye holy apoſtles and 
+ prophets, for God hath avenged you on 


5 her“. 


But 


Ihe liberal and candid reader will not accuſe the 
Author, While uſing this language, of rejoicing in the 


perſonal ſufferings and calamities in which the indivi- 


"1 duals who ſupported the _ ſyſtem have been in- 
volved. 


cc 


cc 
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But to return from this grell The 


words of our text are part of a diſcourſe 
held between his diſciples and our Lord, 
reſpecting the opinions ,which men enter- 


tained concerning him. When Jeſus came 


into the contts,” or neighbourhood 5 of 


volved. It is in the defirutiiin of their power that he 
exults ; which tor a long period has been moſt baneful 
in obſtructing the improvement of the human mind, 


and one principal obſtacle to the progreſs of the pure 
goſpel of Chriſt. With this explanation, he adopts the 
language of an energetic writer, who without unge- 


« neroufly triumphing over an old man's diſtreſſes, 


6 rejoices to ſce the ſovereign pontiff a fugitive and a 


« yagabond.” And he aſks with him, „what Pro- : 
cc teſtant does not rejoice to hear, that thoſe thunders 
at length are ſilent, which iſſued, during fo long a 


period, from the gloomy receſles of he vatican; to 


“ convul Iſe Europe; ſhaking the allegiance of ſubjects, 


© and hurling princes from their thrones! What lover 


. of peace docs not exult to learn, that thoſe lightnings, 
« which ſo often blaſted the olive of Chriſtendom, are 
“ quenched for ever! Ought we, who ſhould anxioutly _ 
c wiſh the Prophecies fulfilled, to weep over their 

8 accompliſhment ? "a 


- 


Vide « Rome bn Fallen, a Sermon, preached at the 


© Viſitation. held at Scarborough, June 5, 1798, bs 
6 FRANCIS WRANGHAM, M. Be” 
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« Ceſarea Philippi, he aſked his diſciples, 
„ ſaying, Whom do men ſay, that I, the 
„ Son of Man, am? And they ſaid, Some 
[56 ſay that thou art John the Bapulſ},” riſen 
from the dead; ©& ſome Elias, the forerun- 


ner of the Meſſiah ; and others Jeremias,” 


| whole reappearance on earth tradition led 
the Jews to expect before the advent of that 


great Perſonage; * or one of the prophets,” 


1 riſen again, and more worthy than any born 


in later times, to ſuſlain that character and 


| dignity. „ He ſaith unto them, but whom 
e ſay ye that I am? And Simon Peter 


J * anſwered and ſaid, Thou art Chriſt, the 


Son of the living God.” In St. Mark's 


relation of the ſame diſcourſe the words 


are, © thou art the Chriſt ;* and in St. 


Luke's, © the Chriſt of God.” The meaning 


of theſe ſeveral expreſſions. is one and the 


ſame ; thou art the Meſſiah, the Anointed ; 


of God, © of whom Moſes in the law, 
and the prophets did write ;” whoſe ap- 
pearance was expected and Jonged for by 


- devout men, waiting for the conſolation 
* of Iſrael.” * And Jeſus anſwered and- 


ſaid unto him, Bleſſed art thou Simon 
Barjona,” 


* 


tal 


50 + Barjona,” that is the ſon of Jonas, or of 


John; © for fleſh and blood hath not re- 


_ « vealed it unto thee, but my Father who 
is in heaven.” This conviction hath taken 


place in thy mind, not from the weight of _ 
human teſtimony, but of that wiſdom from 


on high which ſpeaks in my doctrines, and 


that e, divine power which marks 
the works which I do in my Father's name. 


« And I * alſo unto thee, that thou art 
« Feter; I give thee the title of a rock, 
which chy name imports ; “ and upon this 
* rock,” upon this confeſſion which thou 
haſt made, I will build my church, and 


„the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt | 


55 


« it.” Many commentators, Proteſtant as 


well as Papiſt, are of opinion, that by the 


rock in this place our Saviour meant, the 


perſon, and not the confeſſion of Peter; 

and that it was his deſign to declare con- 

| cerning him, that he ee be the firſt 
preacher of his religion to the Gentile world, 3 

that he ſhould lay the firſt foundations of 


that Chriſtian, univerſal church, which 
{ſhould never be overturned. I confeſs my 


mind, however, to be better ſatisfied with 


the 


a 2 5 


the arguments of others, who interpret the 


expreſſion to refer to the declaration of f 5 
Peter in the 16th verſe; © Thou art Chriſt, 

a the Son of the living God.” And in this 
ſenſe II ſhall conſider it in the following diſ- 


courſe. By the phraſe “ the gates of hel] 
„ ſhall not prevail againſt it,” is intended 
to be conveyed a declaration, or prophecy, 


| that the church of Chriſt, which ſhould be 


| eſtabliſhed in the world on the confeſſion 
Juſt read, ſhould ſurvive the ſhocks of per- 
ſecution, and the ravages of death. For by 
the words, © the gates of hell,” or as they 


ſhould be rendered © the gates of Hades,” 
is intended the power of death, or of the 
grave; an expreſſion ſignificative of ruin, 


or deſtruction, over the inſtruments of which 


the Chriſtian cauſe ſhould prove victorious. 
My farther deſign is to point out to you 


ſome of the evidence which we may collect, 
of the truth of this prophecy of our Saviour, 


from the paſt hiſtory of the church, inter- 


ſperſed with occaſional remarks to which 
the circumſtances mentioned may give riſe. 


70S 


I. Let us conſider what evidence of the 
| truth 
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truth of this prophecy of Chriſt, may be 
- drawn from the actual ſlate and condition 
of his church after his death, until the 
Roman Emperors declared themſelves Chriſ- 
tians. On fo very copious a ſubject, and 
com prehendin, ſuch a multiplicity of events, 
my ſelection of particular circumſtances. 
mult be very limited, and my remarks in a 
great meaſure general, But even on this 
ground they may prove uſeful in vindi- | 
cating the honour of our religion; and in 
convincing us, that this prediction of its 
Author is one, whereunto Chriſtians do well 
that they © take heed, as unto a light that 1 
„ ſhineth in a dark place, until the day 1 
cc dawn, and the day ſtar ariſe ink . 
„ hearts until the perſecting of his diſ- 
penſation, and the univerſal prevalence of 1 
his kingdom in its true ſpirit and puri xy. 
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During the period before us, which com- ö 
priſes more than three centuries, the reli- i 
gion of our Saviour was propagated with 9 


8 wonderful rapidity. From the narrow con- 1 0 
fines of Judea, its energies were ſoon felt 

at the remoteſt Pre of the globe then 5 | 
known, 


's 14 2 


known. So ſoon after the death of Chriſt 


was this the ſtate, of things, that when St, 
Paul wrote his Epiſtle to the Romans“, he 


| could apply the words of the Plalmiſt in 


illuſtration of the extenſive field occupied 


by the preachers of the goſpel ; © Yes verily, 


„ their ſound went out into all the earth, 
« and their words unto the end of the 


„ world.“ And in every country, the 


triumphs of the imple truths of the goſpel 


over idolatry and ſuperſtition, were attended 
by vaſt trains of captives, 5 willing in the 


1 day of God's power.“ So numerous were 


the converts from Judaiſm, and eſpecially 
from Heatheniſm to Chriſhanity, that Iſaiah, 


the evangelical prophet, as he has been 
properly called, when contemplating them 
in the roll of ſuture events which was un- 


folded to his view, ſtrikingly deſcribes their 


multitude in the beautiful metaphorical 


inquiry, Who are theſe that fly as a cloud, 
% and as doves to their windows?“ or as 
the original 1s better rendered by a modern 


tranſlatort, © Who are theſe as a cloud, | 


Moſt n about the year of our Lord ; 
| + Dopsox. | 
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« flying, and as doves to their dovecots?” In 


our own times, whoever diſpaſſionately com- 
pares the religion of the goſpel, with the cor- 
rupted ſyſtem of the followers of Moſes, or 
the ſtill more corrupt Opinions and prac- 
tices of which the various Pagan ſyſtems were 
compoſed, will naturally conclude, that ſuch 


unavoidably muſt have been the event. 


That the ſuperior excellence and purity of 
the Chriſtian principles, and their better 
adaptation to the wants and wiſhes of the 
human heart, would neceſſarily produce 
ſuch eſſects. That is, ſuch muſt be his con- 
cluſion on the ſuppoſition that the golpel 
had '& free courſe;“ that no unfair impedi- 


ments were oppoſed to it; and that it was 


ſuffered uninterruptedly to diſtil its genuine 
influence, and to produce its proper fruits. 


But what I would wiſh you to keep. con- 
ſtantly in view is the aſtoniſhing circum- 


ſtance, that the triumphs of Chriſtianity 


were obtained in defiance of every pollible 
obſtacle, vhich a determinately hoſtile world 


could preſent. Calumny, Wit, Contempt, | 
Oppreſſion, Perſecution, and the Sword, 
united their efforts, in all their varied forms, 
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to oppoſe and to extirpate the humanizing, 
and to worldly pride humiliating principles 


of Jeſus Chriſt. In the ſcripture hiſtory of 


the Acts of the Apoſtles, you have an ac- 


count of the commencement of thoſe cruel 
and tragical ſcenes, in which Jews and 
: Gentiles combined in their enmity to the 
new religion, and verified the prediction of 5 


its Author to his diſciples, that they ſhould 


be hated of all men, for his name's ſake.” 


And profane authors will fill you with horror 

at the accounts which they detail, of the 
enormities and lavage barbarities which 

were perpetrated, to fork men to apoſta- 


tize from the Chriſtian faith. 


During he time which: we are more 


ey conſidering, beſides numerous 
diſtinct inſtances of the ſufferings of indi- 
-” viduals, no leſs than ten general perſecu- 
tions took place, which raged with incre- 
dible fury over the whole Roman empire; 
with ſome intervals of reſt, indeed, when 


the voice of humanity or of policy pre- 


vailed, or when cruelty itſelf was ſatiated. 
In theſe perſecutions, infinite numbers, in- 
| Os 


LEH 


OY 
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cluding characters of very illuftrious rank, 
of ſplendid talents, of moſt honourable and 


exemplary lives, ſuffered impriſonment, ba- 


niſhment, the confiſcation of property, and 
death under moſt exquiſite tortures, becauſe 
they would not renounce the name of 
Chriſt. In their inſtances were exemplified 
ſimilar afflictions and equal fortitude, with 

| thole of the ancient worthies, celebrated by 
the writer of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews. 
os They had trial of cruel mockings and 
« ſcourgings, yea moreover of bonds and 
0 impriſonment. They were ſtoned, they 
vVere ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were 


- 


: TY 


{lain with the ſword; they wandered about 


in ſheep-{kins, and goat-[kins, being de- 
5 ſtitute, afflicted, tormented. Of whom 
„the world was not worthy:” So zealous 
were the inſtruments of perſecuting tyranny, 
in making inquiſition aſter the adherents to 
= Chriſtian caule, and ſo mercileſs and 
unfeeling in exterminating chem, that had 


that cauſe been of man, it ſeems ſcarcely 
poſſible to conceive that it ſhould have ſur- 


vived. Had not its origin been divine, 


and its protection ſuperman the proud 
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boaſts muſt have been realized, which the 
emperors Diocleſian and Maximian cauſed 

to be inſcribed on two pillars, erected by 
their orders in Spain. On one were the 
words, © The very name of the Chriſtians 


'« aboliſhed;” on the other, © The ſuper- 


+ ſtition of Chriſt every where deſtroyed *.. 
But the rock on which the church of Chriſt 
was built, was not to be undermined or 
ſhaken by ſuch hoſtile efforts. The propo- 

ſition that Chriſt was the Son of the living 


God, authorized and commiſſioned by him 


to create anew the moral world, to baniſh . 
from amongſt men idolatry, ſuperſtition, and 
ignorance, could not be confuted by ex- 


ternal violence. And we find from hiſtory, 
that it maintained its ground, and was re- 


ceived year after. year by an increaſing. 


number of converts, until the emperor 


Conſtantine profeſſed himſelf a Chriſtian, 
and abrogated the perſecuting edicts of his 


predeceſlors. 


Vide 3 ry Syn Hiſtoria e 1 


bebte, 5. 330. - 


Now © 
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Now the continued exiſtence of the 


Chriſtian faith under the circumſtances 


we have been conſidering, and, in par- 


ticular, its rapid and difluſive progrels, to 
my mind is a ſatisſactory and unanſwer- 


able confirmation of our Saviour prophecy 
in our text. It is fact which, in my 


apprehenſion, is equivalent to a ſtanding 


miracle, which no realoning can annul, 
which no appeal to the laws of analogy 


can weaken, And it is a ſpecies of teſtimony 
to the truth of Chriſtianity, which 1s © the 
© ſame yeſterday, to-day, and tor ever.“ 


I cannot quit this part of my ſubject 
without pointing out to you a very diftin- 


genuous method, which modern unbelievers 
have adopted, in order to depreciate Chriſ- 


tianity, and to palliate oppreſſions and bar- 
barities that are dilgraceſul to human 


nature. They have repreſented the Chriſtians 


of the period we have been ſpeaking of, to 
be moroſe, unſocial, and ſeditious; che 
Pagans, lovers of order, humane, 3 to- 
lerant. Voltaire among the French, and 


ne : 


T0] 
Gibbon among the Engliſh®, have either 
by bold aſſertion, or artful inſinuation, en- 
; deavoured to give ſuch falſe colouring to 
the time and characters we are conſidering. 
If the Chriſtians of that day were moroſe 
and unſocial, I will ſhew you in what their 
moroſeneſs and inſociability conſiſted. In 
« keeping themſelves from idols :” in with- 
drawing from the Pagan feſtivals, which 
were too commonly ſcenes of obſcenity and 
| debauchery; in worſhipping the one living 


| and true God in private, when their public 


. aſſemblies for devotion and inſtruction were 
prohibited; and in practiſing the mild un- 
oltentatious virtues of the goſpel ; and, par- 
ticularly, in fulfilling the Chriſtian law of 
love and ſympathy, towards the members 
of the oppreſled and perſecuted © houſehold 
„ of faith.” The ſtrongeſt proof of their 
ſedition conſiſts in their having withheld 

* The former, in various of his writings, and par- 


ticularly in the 7th chap. of his © Eſſay ſur I'Hiltoire 
“ Generale;” and the latter in numerous paſſages 


which will occur to the reader of the iſt and 2d vols. of 


his celebrated “ Hittory of the Decline and Fall of 
« the Roman Empire. | „„ 


their 


1 


their ts from hel laws pens” en- 


joined on them apoſtacy from their Chriſtian 
principles; which offered ſecurity to their 


property and to their lives, on the condition 
of making * ſhipwreck of good conſciences, 


and j joining in the profims rites of demon 


worſhip. The love of order for which the 
Pagan world has been praiſed, was chiefly 


diſplayed in meaſures to preſerve abſolute 


delpotiſm, and, in particular, to guard 


againſt all innovations on the eſtabliſhed 
modes of religion. The ſpirit of their 


laws, and their practice perfectly corre- 
ſponded with the advice of Mecenas to 


Auguſtus: :* Perform divine worſhip in all 


things exactly according to the cuſtom 


* of your anceſtors, and compel others to 


% do lo alſo; and as to thoſe who make 
any innovations in religion, hate and 
«puniſh them *.“ For their humanity; 
were their moſt celebrated maxims, and the 


conduct built on them, contraſted with the: 


true benevolence of the Chriſtian's goſpel, 


and the elfects of that {pirit f in the lives of | 


** 


60 Diouis Callil Hiſt. Rom.”? 


its 


Vide the fragment of that advice i in the 32d book | 


: 


=] 
its genuine 1 I ſhould feel no re. 
luctance in leaving it to the unprejudiced 
ſceptic to determine, which were moſt rea- 
ſonable in themſelves, or moſt uſeful in their 
influence on human ſociety. But for the 
tolerant ſpirit of the Pagan world—lI ſo- 
' Jemnly declare, that if I were a determined 
unbeliever, I ſhould be aſhamed of advan- 
cing ſuch an extravagant hypotheſis. With- 


out bringing forward a crowd of teſtimonies | 
to overturn it, I ſhall content myſelf with 


ſclecting two incontrovertible facts from 
hiſtoric record, which reſpect two of the 
moſt ſhining ornaments of the heathen 
times; and leave every honeſt mind to 
determine, how far our modern infidels act 
fairly and honourably, when they praiſe the 
© ſpirit of che ancient . 


The firſt a the emperor Trajan, 
who reigned towards the concluſion of the 
firſt, e in the earlier part ol the lecond | 
century of the Chriſtian ara. This prince 
was one of the moſt excellent characters 
ho ſate on the throne of the Cæſars. All 
his hiſtorians unite in aſſerting that he de- 


11 _ 
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lighted to ſee his people happy; nd had 


nothing ſo much at heart as to make them 
ſo. For his humanity and good nature he 


is extolled, and on the whole, I believe, 
juſtly extolled, in the higheſt terms of pane- 
gyric. But the fundamental principles which 
"had been inſtilled into him, the earlieſt pre- 

jucdices which he had imbibed as a Pagan, 


checked his generous feelings, and induced 


him to diſrobe himſelf of his juiti ice and his 


humanity, when Chriſtians pleaded for the 


rights of nature, and the protection due to 


them | in common with his other ſubjects. It 
is true, that he enacted no new laws againſt 


them, or their religion. But he ſallerad the 


inhuman edicts of preceding emperors to 


remain in full force againſt them. And 


when the ſolicitations of his friends at length 


prevailed with him to iſſue a decree, that 
Chriſtians ſhould no longer be ſearched. 


aſter, he clogged it with the iniquitous pro- 
viſo, that ſuch as ſhould be accuſed of being 
Chriſtians ſhould ſtill be puniſhed: which, 


as an excellent apologiſt“ for them obſerves, 


Was 


* Tertullian, whoſe eloquent reaſon ing on this ſub- 


ject, in his “ Apologetica, lib. ii.“ will be recolled ted 


by 


„ 
was at once to declare them innocent, and 
to treat them as criminal. Such were the 
pretenſions to a tolerant ſpirit, of this uni- 


verſally acknowledged ornament of the 
| * and the UG: | 


The bther fact to which! I would . 
is the general treatment ofſ/the Chriſtians by 
the celebrated Marcus Aurelius, ſurnamed 
| the philoſopher, whoſe meditations are read 
with pleaſure in modern, as they were in 

ancient times. Marcus Aurelius is repre- 
| ſented by all the hiſtorians of his age, to 
have been the beſt prince that ever ſwayed 
a a ſceptre; and his reign is commonly ſtyled 
the golden age. His adminiſtration is praiſed, 
as eminently mild and paternal ; and his 
manner of liſe as ſtrictly moral, grave, and 
| ſerious. In ſuch a character, if in any 
character of heathen times, we might expect 


by the ſtudent in eccleſiaſtical hiſtory: as will alſo 
Pliny's intereſting correſpondence with Trajan, in 
which the innocence of the Chriſtians was vindicated 
againſt the miſrepreſentations of their catumniators. Le 
Clerk's remarks on that correſpondence, in his © Hiſtoria 
“ Ecclefiaſtica,” ſub anno 111"* are highly valuable 
and important, | | | 


mn 


. 
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to find a diſplay of that forbearance and 
toleration, which even the adverlanes of 
Chriſtianity affect to commend, and which 


they would claim for its bittereſt perſecutors. 


But all his good qualities were diſgraced by 
the rooted ſpirit of intolerance in which he 
had been nurtured as a Pagan. Even his 
name is to be added to the black catalogue 
of thole who, « with threatenings 2 | 


* ſlaughter, endeavoured to extirpate the 


followers of the Chriſtian faith “. "An 


ſome of the moſt venerable, or moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed ad vocates for Our religion, were 


as with martyrdom in his reign T. 


IIis writings are many of them admirable, 


* lf we except that of Nero, there was no reign 


« in which the Chriſtians. were more injuriouſly and 
« cruelly treated, than under that of the wiſe and vir- 


« tuous Marcus Aurelius; and yet there was no reign 


under which ſuch numerous and victorious apologies 


were publiſhed in their behalf.“ Vide Maclaine's 
Tranſlation of Moſheim' $ | Ecelclialtical Hine vol. i. * 


2 130. 


+ Amine others, Polycarp, the diſciple of St. John, 


and Juſtin . the celebrated W for Chriſ- 
1 tianity. | 


Db ad 


1 
and juſtly the boaſt of the time and circum— 
ſtances under which they were penned. But 


in none of them do we find the ſpirit of 
toleration ſo beautifully expreſſed, br fo. 


forcibly enjoined, as in that invaluable pre- 
cept of Jeſus of Nazareth; © Judge not, 
* that ye be not Judged. For with what 
* judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged : 
* and with what meaſure ye es, it ſhall 
* be meaſured to you again.” Or in its 
concomitant rule of action; 6 Therefore, 
Ball things whatſoever ye wo that men 

* ſhould do to you, do ye even fo to them; 

& for this is the law and the prophets.” 


II. Led us now inquire, what farther 
evidence of the truth of Chriſt's prophecy 
in our text, may be drawn from the hiſtory 


of the Chriſtian church, after the period of 


the Roman Emperors declaring themſelves. | 
Chriſtians, until the church of Rome was 


acknowledged by them to be the head of all 
churches, and the foundations were laid of 


the monſtrous power of the popes over the 


conſciences and perſons of mankind. Of 
this comparatively ſhort [pace of time (tor 


e i | it 


eee 
3 
2 


. 


E 


it comprehends little more than two cen- 
turies) it is impoſſible to read the eceleſiaſti- 
cal annals, without the mingled emotions 


of ſurpriſe and of pain : without feeling how 


appoſite to the ſtate of the Chriſtian church 


in that period is the pathetic Lamentation 


of Jeremiah over corrupted Zion, — How 
* 1s the gold become dim; how is the moſt _ 


* fine gold changed!“ Corruptions and 
abuſes now ds { pread over the Chriſtian 


world, like a flood; and the remains of the 
prevalent. religion, which was {till called 
the religion of Chriſt, ſcarcely retained one 
original feature of that divine ſyſtem. 


I would by no means wiſh to be under- 
ood as conveying an idea, that until the 
times we are conſidering, Chriſtianity had 
univerſally been propagated and maintained 

in its genuine and unadulterated ſpirit. All - 

ItS profeſſors had not until then kept © their 

_* garments undefiled,” and remained. con- 
ſtant and faithful in the purity of Chriſtian 

principles, worſhip, and life. Even fo early 


as in the days of the apoſlles, there were 


lome © lalle teachers, of whom St. Paul 
complained 
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„ 
complained that they e corrupted the word 
Tot Gad. © The myſtery of iniquity,” 
as that apoſtle informs us, began © already 
„ to work,” and diſcovered felt in men's 
ſubſlituting for the eaſy precepts and ſimple 
truths of the goſpel, the burthenſome com 
mandments and ſuppoſititious doctrines of 
men. Human creeds had begun to be 
compiled, under the pretence of preſerving . 
the unity of the ſaith ; and Chriſtian mini- 
ters had aſſumed a degree of ſpiritual power 


and dominion, totally incompatible with the 


humble ſtation aſſigned them in the church 
of the Lord *. But the doctrines and the 

E diſcipline 
* S0 carly the ſecond. century the peace of the 


[chorch was broken, and Chriſtian liberty infringed, 
by diſputes reſpecting the propriety and duty of ob- 


| ſerving Eaſter, and the day on which it ſhould be cele- | 


brated. Victor, biſhop of Rome towards the conclulion 
of the century, in particular, diſcovered a departure 
from the ſimplicity of ſcriptural principles, an anti- 


chriſtian uſurpation of ſpiritual power, and the violence 


of a Pagan perſccutor, by inſiſting on a conformity to 
his own opinion and practice reſpecling that feſtival, 
and by excommunicating all Chriſtian churches Which 
ſhould differ from him on fo trifling a point. So very 
Carly, likewiſe, was the confeſſion of Peter i in our text 
- deemed 


ISS 


2 
ENCE. 


the faith of the biſhop of "Pome, and acknowledging 
. 7 | „„ — She" 


I 

5 diſcipline of thoſe earlier ages, the general 
temper and practice of Chriſtians, were 
| Icriptural, pure, and ſimple indeed, when _ 
compared with the ſtate of things in the 
period on which we have now entered. 


From the time that the emperor Conſtan- 


tine declared himſelf a Chriſtian, until the 


emperor Juſtinian eſtabliſned the throne of 
che popes, towards the beginning of the 
ſixth century „ a moſt peedy and almoſt 


general 


deemed an inſüffeient teſt of Chriſtian ieh The 


5 weakneſs (to call it by no worſe name) of ſome biſhops, 
led them to entertain the preſumptuous imagination, 


that they could deviſe ſtronger preſervatives againſt 


error, than what Chriſt and his apoſtles. had left as their 


legacy to the church. Hence they were induced to 


compoſe formularies of belief, which gradually became 
the Shibboleths of party, and proved the foundations of 
numerous factions inveterately hoſtile to each other, and 
inimical to the true ſpirit and proper influence of the 
goſpel. A part, and only a part of what is improperly 
called the apoſtle's creed, was about this time introduced 
into lome churches. 0 8 5 


_* By the edids incorporated into his celebrated code, 


enjoining a conformity throughout the whole empire to 


T9] 
general apoſtacy took place, from the genuine 
Principles of the goſpel, and the mil bene- 
volent practice which it inculcates. This 
evil is to be traced to two cauſes. The firſt 
is the interpoſition of human authority in 
matters of religion: the ſecond, the admil- 
ſion of other ſtandards of faith and practice 
beſides the ſacred ſcriptures. Aſter Con- 
ſtantine avowed his converſion, he intro- 
duced into the Chriſtian church the tyranny 
of Paganiſm, which was retained by his 
different ſucceſſors. For he exerciſed tem- 
poral authority in concerns which admit of 
no temporal juriſdiction. He attempted to 

interfere between God and conſcience. In 
his imperial decrees he uſurped the charac- 
ter of legiſlator, and in his conduct ſhewed 
himſelf a deſpot and a perſecutor in the 

church of Chriſt. And in ſuch meaſures 
| | ne - 


the church of the ancient metropolis of the world to be 
the head of all churches; and, alſo, by the immenſe 

power, privileges, and immunities which he ſecured to 
the- clergy. | 


* Conſtantine, ſoon after he embraced Chriſtianity, 
departed entirely from the ſpirit of that religion, by 
perſecuti 1g 


_ 31 : 1 


he WAS encouraged by one body of Chriſ- 


tians, who 8 availed chemlelves of the 


imperial ſanction to att a9 lords over 


„God's heritage.“ This a of 


power, inconſiſtent 1 the claims of the 


only Lord and head of the church, proved 


one fatal means of- introducing the corrup- 


tions and abuſes of Antichriſt, So did, 
likewiſe, the admiſſion of other ſtandards 


of faith and practice, beſides the ſacred 
ſcriptures. Tradition now began to be 
conſulted as a guide to true dos and 
legitimate diſcipline. Councils were aſſem- 
bled for the ee of ng creeds, to 


perſecuting „ For however erroneous and 


abſurd the tencts of heatheniſm might be, to Got alone 


were thoſe WhO maintained them anſwerable. And 


Conſtantine uſurped the unalienable prerogative of the 


Moſt High, when he debarred his ſubjects from the free 
exerciſe of their religion, or ſubjected them to civil 


diſabilities on account of their. opinions. He did fo, 
likewiſe, when he aſſumed the office of judge in religious 


matters; determining, for the empire, what dogmas of 


tallible men were to be received as true Chriitian faith; 


depriving of all liberty of worthip, in public or private, 


thoſe who held different opinions ; and even punithing | 


DS 


the crime of what he choſe to denominate hereſy, 
with death. | 5 


bind 


* 
bind the conſciences of the Chriſtian world; 
” and laws were enacted, by which the moſt 
Tigorous pumſhments were denounced againſt 
all who ſhould otherwiſe believe, or other- 
wile teach, than the majority of thoſe coun- 
cils preſcribed. Sometimes thoſe creeds 
were what is called orthodox, ſometimes 
What is called heterodox; ſeldom diflering 


eſſentially, if at all, from the ſtandard of 


belief fixed by the reigning emperor. Hence 
aroſe thole contradictory ſyſtems, which al- 
ternately were enforced by the power of 
the ſword, and which again filled the world 
with the hatred, malice, perſecution, and 
cruelty, which obtained i in the Pagan times. | 
Thus was religion. © wounded in the houſe 
„ of her friends.” Thus did the profeſſed 
diſciples of Chriſt diſgrace themſelves by a 
| total departure from the ſpirit and practice 
of his goſpel, and by lending their helping 
hands to ſupport the falling intereſts of the 
: kingdom of darkneſs. 


It would be BI, as well as beſides 

my preſent purpoſe, to point out to you the 
ien 5 and Antichriſtian 

: uſages | 


1 L 
_- uſages which were adopted by the greatcr 

part of profeſſing Chriſtians, during this 
ſhort period. They will be found by the 
careful reader of the hiſtory of the times 


to be ſo numerous, and fo abſurd, that he 


will be aſtoniſhed that a ſyſtem ſhould ſo 


ſoon have been eſtabliſhed, totally different 5 


from the plain and ſimple ſyſtem promul- 
gated in the New Teſtament. But though 
the religion of Chriſt was overwhelmed by 
ſuch a maſs of corruptions and abuſes, the 
prediction of its author, that the gates of 
Hades ſhould not prevail againſt his church, 


has been veriſied, not only in the events of 
ſucceeding times, but in what took place 


during hole days of ſpiritual “ abomina- 


* tions.” Many Confeſſors and Worthies | 


nobly ſtood forwards, and at all hazards, 
even at the expence of their blood, con- 


tended for the primeval ſimplicity of Chriſ- 


tian faith and practice. It is only from the 


perſecuting edicts that were from time to 
time iſſued againſt them and their opinions, 
and the vritings of their enemies, Which 


have alone been handed down to our day, 


that we can draw information reſpecting 
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theſe eteiupions, who were perſecuted be 
* ſlain for the word of God and the teſti- 

% mony which they held *.” And even 
from ſuch prejudiced ſources we are enabled 
to aſcertain, that they were diſtinguiſhed for 


their virtue and moderation; that they re- 


garded the ſcriptures as the ſole ſtandard 
by hie to decide religious controverſy; 

and that what they chiefly valued, as the 
proper fruit of Chriſtian faith, was the 
practice of the duties of the goſpel, and 


ling in peace, harmony, and charity. 


The manful exertions of ſuch men in the 
cauſe of divine truth, although for a while 
they might be apparently loſt, like ſeed 
long buried in the earth, before favourable 
circumſtances permit it to burſt through che 
ſoil, and to ſhoot up vigoroully : : thoſe ex- 


ertions did in God's due time produce their 


effect, and were eminently ſerviceable in 
illuminating the world, and in exciting 
future combatants againſt Antichriſtian W- - 
ranny and deluſion. And I cannot but 


* Many of theſe charaQers are claſſed by eccleſiaſti- 
cal hiſtorians under the odious denomination of heretics, 


conſider 


L 


conſider them as a part of that“ witneſs 


„of God which he hath teſtified of his 
„Son.“ To me they evidently appear to 


be links in that connected chain of circum- 
ſtances, which ſerve to verify the prophecy 
1n our text 8 5 
| III. Let 


*The reader will remark, that in the periods treated 


of in the preceding and in the following diviſions of this 


_ diſcourſe, the Antichriſtian power aſſumes a new form. 


Originally it was chiefly heathen ; but now it prin- 
cipally “ ſitteth in the temple of God,” and exerciſes 
perſecution, and uſurps authority, not from without, 
but within the church; proſtituting the Chriſtian name 


and profeſlion to its tyrannical and criminal views. But 


although its form is different, its ſpirit is {till the ſame and 


it is equally hoſtile to the progreſs of the ſimple and pure 


religion of the goſpel. The reader will alſo obſerve, 


that I have uniformly conſidered the cauſe of the re- 


formed, or Proteſtant world, as one and the ſame cauſe, 


without any notice of the wide differences in opinion 


between its members, or claiming for any one part of 


that great body ſuperior purity in point of dectrine and 


diſcipline. This I have done chiefly, becauſe whatever 
thoſe differences may be, and in whatever reſpects any, 
or all of them, may have departed from the ſimplicity, 
or in any inſtances forgotten the true ſpirit of their 
religion, the avowed foundation on Which they have all 
profeſſed to build, is * that of the apoitles and prophets, 
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III. Let us then conſider what canal 
| teſlimony to its truth ariſes out of the fitua- 

tion of the Chriſtian world, from. the eſta- 
pliſhment of the papal dominion to the 


preſent times. 


This . of my ſubject I 
am induced to include within the narrower 
limits, partly on account of che conſidera- 
ble ſpace which has already been occupied; 


and partly, becauſe many of the leading 
particulars which it embraces, have been 85 


often ollered to your attention. 


When the emperor juſlinian, to gratify . 


preſent purpoſes of avarice and ambition, 


declared the church of Rome to be the 


| head of all churches, and undertook to 


- bring the whole Roman empire into ſub- 


* Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief en ene . 
„% The Bible,” ſays Chillingworth, „ the Bible is the | 
& religion of Proteſtants.” With reſpect to the com- 
parative ſimplicity and beauty of the various ſuper- 
ſtructures erected on this foundation, and the ability 


diſcovered by their architects to render them © fitly 


6 framed together,” it falls not within the 4g of the 


preſent diſcourſe to examine. 


| jection 


1 


K 


e to hw faith, he te inal what 
an immenſe dominion of uncontrouled 


power 1n civil, as well as eccleſiaſtical mat- 


ters, he was contributing to erect. He did 


not foreſee, what he might have foreſeen; _ 


had he not been blinded by wicked paſſions, 


and a weak temporary policy, that the 
monſter, whoſe throne he was eſtabliſhing 


on the © ſeven hills,” would ſoon tread on 


the necks of his ſucceſſors, and hold em- 
perors and kings in chains, as well as the 


paſſive Or corrupted inſtruments of their 


—— 


power. Of the enormous, and almoſt in- 
credible height to which the domination of 


the biſhops of Rome, the univerſal biſhops, 
and ſovereign pontiffs, as they ſtyled them- 


ſelves, was carried, you have often heard, 


and, I doubt not, often read, with aſtoniſh- 


ment and indignation. Indeed, never was 


the character of man ſo humiliated, fo diſ- 


graced, as by the blind flaviſh homage 
which was rendered to the pretended ſuc- 
ceſſors of the humble fiſherman of Galilee*. 


But 


To thoſe young perſons who have not either op- 


portunity or Jciſure for conſulting larger works for 


information, 
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But on this ſubje& there is no need of my 
enlarging. The pages of Britiſh hiſtory, 
as well as thoſe of civil and eccleſiaſtical | 
hiſtory in general, offer to us a multitude 
ol facts, which exhibit ſhameful pictures of 
the credulouſneſs and baſe ſervility, by which 
the proud and boaſted dignity of our ſpecies 
has been degraded. | The next ſtriking cir- 


cumſtance to the almoſt incredible power 


aſſumed and exerciſed by the biſhops of 
Rome, is the amazing magnitude and ab- 
ſurdity of that ſyſtem of ſuperſtition and delu- 
ſion which they had impoſed upon the world. 
A more completely oppoſite ſyſtem to that of 
Jeſus Chriſt, human ingenuity could not poſ- 
ſibly invent; and yet it hath ſhameleſsly con- 
tinued to bear his name. Step by ſtep, it 
hath ſo far receded from the goſpel ſtandard, 
and readopted the exploded opinions and 
practices of heathen Rome, till an exact 
and ſurpriſing likeneſs may be traced in 


| lia, I recommend the peruſal of Dr, Gregory's 
uſeful and pleaſing compendium of © The Hiſtory of 
„„the Chriſtian Church, from the earlieſt ap to 
46 the preſent II imes, in 2 volumes. 


: Popery : 
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: Popery ms N This ſubject, how, 


ever, it does not belong to my preſent 
| purpoſe to purſue. Now this tyranny and 
| ſuperſtition were too commonly connected 
with ſuch a total want of principle, ſuch a 
ſhocking progreſs in impiety, and ſuch 
groſſneſs of immorality and profligacy in 
the profeſlors of the papal ſee, as had a 
moſt unhappy influence, for ages, on the 
ſtate of the-world, and greatly contributed 


to introduce an univerſal corruption of 


manners. The labours of thoſe eccleſiaſtical 


> hiſtorians who are moſt partial and triendly : 


to Popery, while deſcribing the flate of 
_ things from the ſixth to the ſixteenth cen- 
tury, preſent us with painful and diſguſting 
relations of the exceſſive vices, and ſcan- 
dalous licentiouſneſs of many of the holy 
fathers, and of the inhabitants of the earth 
who were ſeduced by their © abominations.” 


0 The « Letter from Roe,” by Dr. Conyers 

Middleton, ſhewing that the religion of the preſent. 

| Romans i is derived from that of their heathen anceſtors, 
richly merits a careful and Wee een 


88 


„„ 
So great, and ſo powerful were thoſe 
ahuſes and corruptions, which for a long 
| ſucceſſion of ages involved the greater part 
of the world in thick darkneſs, and tainted 
the human character with deep moral depra- 
vity! So mighty were the obſtacles with 
Which the religion of Chriſt had to contend, 
and which threatened its extinction and 
ruin! But the gates of Hades were not to 
prevail againſt it. The © words” of its 
author were © not to paſs away.” I ſhall 


- endeavour, in what remains of this diſ- 


courſe, briefly to lay before you ſome proofs 
that thoſe © words” have been abundantly 
fulfilled ; by pointing out ſucceſsful exer- 
tions of © faithful men,” whom no worldly 
conſiderations could prevent from declaring, 


in its ſimplicity and purity, © all the counſel 


© of God;” whom no terrors could perſuade, 
from bravely © enduring hardnels, as good 
5 ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt.“ 


After paſſing over the numerous indi- 
viduals, concerning whom we have very 
indiſtinct accounts, who in the darkeſt ages 
of Antichriſtianiſm ſealed their teſtimony 
| againſt 


LY 


againſt its abuſes with their blood; I would 
firſt ſolicit your attention to the glorious 


ſtand made by the Waldenſes, againſt the 
corruptions of Popery, in the plenitude of 


its power, in the twelfth century. Theſe 5 


eminent Reformers and Confeſſors were the 
followers of men who, ſor a length of time 
no unknown, preſerved, in the vallies of 


Piedmont, whence they took their name“, 


a conſiderable degree of the original purity 


of the Chriſtian faith. One of the moſt 


zealous and active of them was Peter Wal- 


dus, a citizen of Lyons, in France. Shocked 
at the degeneracy into which the nominal 


: Chriſtian world was ſunk, and nobly daring 


to think for themſelves, they determined to 


ſubmit to no guides, in matters of faith and 


5 practice, but the writings of the New Teſta- 


ment. In defiance of all human authority, 
and in defiance of che horrible tribunal of 


the inquiſition, which had lately been 


Their vallies i in their 4 are called Fils 


hence Vaudsis, their true name, and the terms Valdenſes, 


. Wealdenſes, by thoſe who write in Latin or Engliſh. 
Vide Maclaine's note to his tranſlation of““ Moſheim's 


:. 0 Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory,” vol. ii. p. 452. N 
_F — . ͥ é ’ 


„ 
= defied] they cheerfully devoted 8 
to every privation, and to every ſpecies of 


danger, that they might bear witneſs to the 
truth, and unmaſk the vileneſs of ſpiritual 
tyranny and hypocriſy. In the moſt open 
and direct manner, they attacked the falle 
claims, and falſe doctrines of the Roman 
church; maintained the ſufficiency, and ſole 


authority of the ſacred ſcriptures, in reſpect 


to all points of faith and diſcipline; . and 
| approached more nearly than moſt preceding, 
and, I may add,. moſt modern ages, to the 
ſimplicity and purity of the apoſtolic times. 
In their manners, alſo, they were ſingularly 
primitive, according to the confeſſion of 


their bittereſt enemies; exhibiting beautiful 


patterns of the ſanctifying, mild, uſeful. 
- virtues of the goſpel. And the eſſect pro- 

duced by them on the world, was moſt ex- 

tenſive and laſting. By their manly and 


earneſt contentions © for the faith once de- 


* livered to the ſaints,” vaſt multitudes were 
rouſed from the ſhamefal lethargy into 
which they had been charmed by the in- 
cantations of the ſpiritual Babylon, In 
voarious parts of France, in Switzerland, in 


Italy, 


2 1 


Italy, in Germany, and in Bohemia, the 
converts to their principles were very nu- _ 
merous, and gave the firſt fatal blow to the 

| kingdom and deluſions of Antichriſt. It is 


true, perſecution was let looſe on them, in 


all 3 its horrors. By public cruſades, by pri- 


Vate inquiſitions, by excruciating tortures, 


by all the various proceſſes of inflicting 


cruel and inhuman deaths, many thouſands 
of them became martyrs to their glorious 
cauſe. But their efforts were not loſt; and 
they deſerve to be remembered among the 
firſt fruits of that reformation, which in 


after times was more largely, but I cannot 


add in greater or equal purity, diffuſed ®, 


Now the exertions of ſuch men, and the 


effects produced by them, I think I may 


fairly bring forwards to elucidate our Sa- 
viour's declaration in our text; in evidence 
of the truth of his prophecy reſpefting his 


ES 
} 


Even to this day, many thouſands of their deſcen- 


dants inhabit ſome of the vallies of Piedmont, diſtin- 
guiſhed by the ſame name, and, as far as I am able to 


learn, poſſeſſing much of the fame faith, and practiſing 
much of the ſame e with their worthy fore= 


| fathers. 
| churclt 


3 


church, chat the powers of death and de- | 
Rtruftion ſhall not prevail againſt i it. 


hs a Aalen * to the ruth of this 
prophecy, taken from the ſituation of the 
Chriſtian world ſince the eſtabliſhment of 
the papal dominion, I might appeal to the 

glorious ſtruggles againſt that deſpotiſm in 

this country, commenced by John Wickliff, 
the father of Engliſh Reformation, in the 
fourteenth century. But on the diſplay of 
his knowledge, zeal; and fortitude, in en- 
fs to reſtore ſcriptural Chriſtianity, 
4 enlarged in the laſt of theſe anniverſary 
diſcourſes which it fell within my province 
to deliver to > you * 1 will only obſerve at 
preſent, 


*The firſt circumſtance „„ the oppo= _ 


fiien of this diſtinguiſhed ſervant of Chriſt, was the 


abuſe of the begg ing friars, who were become a great 
nuiſance to the community; and who, being enemies 
to that diligence requiſite for the purſuit of learning and 
knowledge, infringed the ſtatutes and privileges of the 


unixverſity of Oxford, where they had obtained an eſta- 
bliſhment. The reputation which he acquired by ex- 


_ Poling that noxious tribe, ſince they could not refute his 
arguments, induced them to appeal againſt him to 
| Rome, 


0 46 } 
preſent, that no exerciſe of Rome's per- 
ſecuting power, no artifice of her advocates 


and emiſlaries, were ever able to extinguiſh 


that fire which he kindled 1 in E 


N rom this country the 3 of Wicklif 
| were conveyed to Bohemia. In that king- 
dom they were ſoon inſtrumental, together 
with the doctrines of the Waldenſes, in 
. raiſing | * a cloud of witneſles,” who bare 
their wh to the nas. of A” 


| Rome, and to call for the thunders of the vatican ww 


ſtrike the daring reformer. In this caſe the papal ſee 
acted with the blindeſt impolicy. Inſtead of corregting 
the ſhameful abuſe, it attempted to ſilence the detector; 
and provoked him to make freſh inquiſition into the 
corruptions which it patronized, Theſe, with a manly 
Chriſtian fortitude he openly denounced ; arraigning the 


pride, avarice, ambition, and tyranny of the pope; _ 


attacking the falſe doctrines of the popiſh creed; bring- 
ing them to the teſt of the ſeriptures; and referring to 


thoſe writings as the ſole Umpires in religious contro- 


verſy. Theſe proceedings were followed by. Papal bulls, 
commanding his apprehenſion, and impriſoament. But 
from their effects he was preſerved, by the interference 
of ſome of the firſt perſonages in the kingdom; and he 
continued to bear his teſtimony to truth until his natural 
death, at the 3 of Lutterworth, in Leiceſterſhire. 


truths, 


K 


5 | . and el the Antichriſtian uſurpa- 
tions of the biſhops of Rome. Among 
other eminent characters, John Huſs, and 


Jerome of Prague, were diſtinguiſhed for 


their talents, their zeal, and the ſuccels of 
their labours. By their means, numerous 


churches were formed, in which all autho- 


rity in matters of religion, but that of Jeſus 


Chriſt, was boldly e and the ſerip- 


tures alone ſubmitted unto, Side for the 
deciſion of controverſy, or government of 


life and manners. And, notwithſtanding 


that the powers and princes of this world 


endeavoured to cruſh their cauſe, by every 


ſpecies of perſecution; notwithſtanding * 
they were excited to be active in giving 


Proof of their religious fury, by letters of 


the pope, adjuring Them, by the wounds of 
Chriſt, and as they regarded their eternal 

ſalvation, to extirpate thoſe heretics, and 
promiſing a full pardon of all his ſins to 


every man who ſhould kill one of them ; 


notwithſtanding that the two illuſtrious 8 5 


racters juſt mentioned, were inhu manly put 
to death by the council of Conſtance, who 
| ſat in judgment on them, in ſcandalous 


; violation 5 


ta. 


vl of the imperial ow which: was 


given for their perſonal | ſafety: . yet the 
principles which they had diſſeminated could 


not be rooted out. The impreſſion which 


theſe worthies made, was too. ſtrong to be 


effaced by tortures, or death in its moſt 
frighiful forms; and prepared the way for 
the grand reformation, which was begun by 


Martin Luther , in che fixteenth century. 


On | 


* Tn the inflagce of Luther, the Roman * was 


guilty of the ſame impolicy as in that of Wickliff. His 


firſt oppoſition to the corruptions of Rome was occa- 
ſioned by the infamous traffic in indulgences, to which 
Pope Leo X. had recourſe, in order to repleniſh his 


_ exhauſted coffers ; which pretended to offer to thoſe . 


who ſhould purchaſe them, a full remiſſion of all ſins, 
tranſgreſſions, and exceſſes, however enormous, together 


with the ſecurity of their eternal ſalvation. Againſt | 


this impious and ſhameleſs meaſure, Luther openly © 


proteſted, and preached; and in various publications 


undauntedly cautioned the Chriſtian world, againſt re- 


lying on any other means of ſalvation but thoſe appointed 


by God in his word. Inſtead of remedying the groſs 
- abuſe, which, probably, for a while at leaſt, would 


have proved the means of preſerving the papal power in 


its deareſt intereſts undiminiſhed ; the pope iſſued a bull 


of excommunication againſt Fakes condemning his 
PRE - forbidding perſons td read his writings upon 


pain 


02 
On a former occaſion, I held out to your 
notice ſome peculiar circumſtances attending 
that great event, which were ſignal indica- 


tions of the interpoſition of Divine Provi- 
dence, in the meaſures which preceded It, 


in its progreſs, and i in its completion. T2 . 


that event I now appeal, as well as to the 
ſucceſsful labours of the Bohemian martyrs, 
in confirmation of the truth of our Lord's 
prediction in our text. By that event, a 
conſiderable part of Europe, including the 


pain of excommunication ; commanding thole who 
were in poſſeſſion of them, to commit them to the 
flames; pronouncing their author, if he did not recant 
in a ſhort limited time, an obſtinate heretic, and deli- 
| vered unto Satan for the deſtruction of his fleſh ; and 


2 requiring all ſecular princes to ſeize his perſon, that he 


might be puniſhed as his crimes deſerved, Theſe vio- 
| lent ſteps produced oppoſite effects to thoſe that were 
expected. Inſtead of cruſhing Luther and his opinions, 
they led that eminent reformer to take ſuch bold mea- 
* ſures, as opened the way to the ſeparation of a great : 
part of rape from the papal dominion. He publicly 
f burnt the pope's bull; pronounced his proceedings to be 

unjuſt and impious; Sd him to be the man of ſin, 
or Antichriſt; and freely indulged to a ſpirit of inquiry, 


by which he was induced to renounce, as unſcriptural 


” and abſurd, * of the doctrines of the Romiſh church. 


Britiſh 


E 


| Brizih a Was ack how hs 
papal footſtool. And although much room 
was ſtill left for farther improvement, in 
the nations who had vindicated their Chriſ- 
tian liberty, we may conſider that reforma- 
tion to be the dawn of a brighter day, Z 
when © they ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in 
* all God's holy mountain ;” when “ the 
* kingdoms of this world ſhall become the 
20 kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chrill 


Since the æra of the grand reformation, 


beſides the continued. lyſtematic, but fru 


leſs efforts of the Roman ſee to regain 1ts 
loſt power, many of which will inſtantly 


ariſe 1 in the recollection of thoſe who have 
ſtudied the hiſtory of our own. country; 5 


three extraordinary, and deſperate attempts 
have been made, to uphold the falling cauſe 
of Antichriſt, which I ihall " PL notice 


1 | before I conclude, _ 


The firſt of theſe was Ta WE” in the 
ſixteenth century, for extirpating the Pro- 
teſtants in the Netherlands, then belonging 
to the crown of Spain, by Philip II. the 
8 gloomy and bigotted deſpot of that country, 
= _ 


[| „ 
and once the huſband of our Mary, of 
execrable memory. That prince, in anſwer 
to one of his miniſters who remonſtrated 
againſt the wicked and impolitic meaſures 
on which he was determined, replied, that 
he had © rather be a king without ſubjects, 
« than a king of heretics.” To accompliſh 
the former part of his alternative, he cer- 
tainly took uncommon pains. For he gave 
orders that all heretics ſhould be put to 
death, without remiſſion; and he enforced 
the execution of thoſe orden by numerous 
armies, conducted by leaders callous to the 
feelings of humanity, and long practiced in 
the ſhedding of blood. In a very ſhort 
ſpace of time, above eighteen thouſand. 
victims were offered up on the altars of the 
popiſh Moloch. But what was the reſult? 
The extinction of the reformed religion ? | 
No; but its extention, almoſt over the whole 
United Provinces, and their final emancipa- 
tion from the chraldom of their mercileſs 
1 tyrant. 


T The next attempt which I ſhall notice, in 5 
ſupport of the ſame cauſe, is the horrible 
maſſacre of Paris, in che middle of the 
—” - -_ bxtcenth 


+ 5 


ſixteenth century. I will not hurt your 
| ſ elings by offering to you even an outline 
of a recital, of the perſidy and perjuries 
| practiſed by the court of Charles IX. to 
draw the leaders of the Proteſtants into its 
power; or of the ſhocking barbarities 
which were committed, in butchering above 
thirty thouſand of that perſuaſion, in cold 
blood, in order to blot out the Proteſtant. * 
name in France, For theſe crimes againſt _ 
God and nature, an impious Te Deum was 
chaunted at Rome, and a medal ſtricken to 
perpetuate their memory“. But did they 
anſwer the purpoſes of their wieked per- 
petrators? Quite the reverſe. Applying 
the proper meaning to the oriental phraſeo- 


logy, we may ſay with the pſalmiſt, He 


* that ſitteth in the heavens, laughed at 


© them; the Lord had them in deriſion.“ 

Exen thoſe very .cruelties proved ſubſervient 
to the intereſts of reformed Chriſtianity, by 
occaſioning increaſing numbers. to be pro- 


* Several of cheſe medals were formerly bro 
ov er to this country, and are, doubtleſs, {till to be met 
with in the cabinets of the curious. An engraving of 
them is tos be found in the 2d vol. of Miiſon's *© New 

% Voyage to Italy, the 2d edition. | 


ſclyred, 


3 | 
ſclyted, at firſt out of Abbe HY 


afterwards on the ground of ſerious and de- 
liberate inquiry, from the papal faith. 


| The other attempt to maintain the cauſe — 
a Antichriſt, which I. would juſt offer to 
your attention, was the perſecution of the 

Hugonots, as the Proteſtants were called, 
by Louis XIV. towards the concluſion of 
the laſt century. - This perſecution com- 
menced by the revocation of the edict of 
Nantz, which for a ſeries of years Had ſecured 
to the Proteſtants the common rights and 
privileges of ſubjects; which was followed 
by a ſucceſſion of edicts, ſubjecting them to 

disfranchiſement, impriſonment, baniſhment, 
and death, if they would not apoſtatize from 
their nticiples, and “ bow the knees” to 
the Antichriſtian Baal. On this perſecution 
I ſhall only remark, that it was as perfidious 
in its principle, as inhuman, impolitic, and 
Vith reſpect to its main object unſucceſsful, 


as former ſcenes of oppreſſion and ee 


which had been tranſacted in ſupport of 

the Romiſh church. It drove to Holland, 

and to England, immenſe crowds of intelli- 

gent and induſtrious manufacturers, to the 
unſpeakable 


„ 


unſpeakable detriment of the commerce of 


France; and it did not cruſh the ſeeds of 


_ reformation in that country. Vaſt multi- 
| tudes, although in ſecret and retirement, 
preſerved their faith unſhaken; and their 
deſcendants have to our own times ſhewn, 
how nefficacious force and violence are to 
eradicate principles. In the latter end of 


the reign of the unhappy Louis XVI. it 


was reckoned that, at the loweſt compu- _ 
tation, there were above four millions of 
Proteſtants in France. This account I re- 
ceived ſrom a Proteſtant miniſter from 
Bordeaux, who in the year 1789 came to 
thi country, to examine into the rules and 
diſcipline of our univerſities, and places of 
education, with che deſign of eſtabliſhing a 
Proteſtant univerſity in that city. He in- 
formed me allo, that in his diſtrict, he 
officiated as paſtor, formerly in private, or 
by connivance, but at that period openly, 
to above eight thouſand of the reformed 
communion ®, I mention this fact, in cor- 
roboration of thoſe general facts which I 
” have 
* It is with regret that T cannot meet with my 
memorandum of the name of this gentleman, and of 
. farther 


E 6 ] 
have already laid before you; and as uniting | 
with them in impreſſing a conviction, that 
the utmoſt human efforts are inadequate to 
deteat thoſe purpoles to which the provi- 
dence of the Almighty has given his ſanc- 
tion : as what may be brought forwards, 
with them, to illuſtrate the fulfilment of - 
our Lord's prophecy in our text, that the . 


farther particulars relative to the vaſt number of 


Proteſtants then exiſting in the ancient provinces of 
Provence, Dauphine, and Languedoc. What the ſitua- 
tion of the reformed has been in thoſe countries, 
during the revolutionary ſcenes of later years, I have 
not been able to aſcertain. If, from a ſpirit of tolera- 
tion, or a ſpirit of indifference to all principle, they 
have been ſuffered to maintain their profeſſion un- 
moleſted, I cannot entertain a doubt but that con- 
ſiqderable acceſſions have been made to their ſocicties. 
Or, if they have had to encounter with the ſtorm of 

. perfecution, its effects, I am perſuaded, cannot have 
been more in jurious to their cauſe than in the days 
of their fore fathers. If they have been aſſailed by 
the arrows of profane wit and ridicule, of contempt _ 
and of ſcorn; thoſe weapons muſt, as heretofore, have 
fallen blunted and harmleſs from the ſhield of pure 
Chriſtian faith. Or if, like bclievers in our own 
country, they have had to repel the rude and ſavage 
attacks of confident ignorance, groſs miſrepreſentation, 
and clumſy ſcurrility ; I can feel no pain for the reſult. 
Magna clit veritas, & prævalcbit. Chriſtian truth is 
pounded op a rock; and its defences are impregnable. 
. gates 


a1 


| cates of Hades, the powers of death and as 
ſtruction, ſhall not prevail againſt his church. 


But I muſt quit a ſubject which cannot 
but be intereſting to every Chriſtian, how- 
ever imperfectly it has been treated; and 
which, whenever J reflect upon it, appears 
to my mind highly «important and conſola- 
tory. It ſeems to offer a key to lome of 


_ thole prophetical declarations of the Moſt 


High, which announce the permanence of 
his moral government, under the gracious 


and mild diſpenſation introduced by Jeſus 
Chriſt. And it opens to the view of his 


believing and obedient followers, the moſt | 


N and pleaſing proſpects. 


- hall only obſerve; as 1 cont nit 


from the ſubject we have been conſidering, 


we may deduce powerful reaſons for our 


aſſent to the Chriſtian ſyſtem, as of ſuper- 
natural and divine origin. To refer again 
to the extract with which I commenced 
this diſcourſe, we have i in its exiſtence, under 
all the circumſtances to which I have ad- 
verted, one of 8 the greateſt and moſt ſtriking | 


9 1 of miracles; not cealing as ſoon as per- 
1 „formed, 


oy 
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0 formed, but permanent, and | proeaſies 


to our own times. Let us welgh its evi- 
dence, my brethren, with the ſame coolneſs - 


and impartiality, that we would weigh any _ 
other object of importance propoſed to our 


conſideration. The reſult, I am perſuaded, 


on minds untinctured by prejudice, not in- 
| diſpoſed to ſerious inquiry, and unconta- 


minated by vice, will prove molt honourable . 
to the religion of Chriſt, the Son of the 
* living God.” In the ſubject of our diſ- 


courſe, we have the ſtrongeſt human telti- 


mony combining with a landing fact, which 
muſt baffle all human wit to account for it 


if it be not ſupernatural, in perſuading N 


to be not only almoſt, but altogether Chriſ- 
tians. May our minds yield to their rational 


and pleaſing influence! And may they feel 


alſo, the powerful and ſanctifying energies 


of that faith, which is founded on an im- 
moveable baſis ; that our uſeful and exem- 


plary lives may give additional teſtimony to 


the value and excellence of our profeſſion, 


by our walking in all reſpects worthy of 


=” 


him, who hath called you unto his king 


" dom and ꝑlory.“ Amen! 
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